DATE: Thursday, March 13, 2025

A special meeting of the Womelsdorf-Robesonia Joint Authority was held Thursday, March 13, 2025, 7:00 PM
in the Womelsdorf Borough Hall, upper room. The meeting was scheduled and advertised to discuss a
conservation easement with Berks Nature.

The following members were present;
Steve Bright Ralph Honigmann Rod Lebo
Mark Spotts Jack Morris Barbara Orth

Matthew Miller was absent.
Solicitor Jestyn Payne and Dennis Miller, Authority Operator were also in attendance.
The meeting was opened with the Pledge to the Flag of the USA.

Visitors: Larry Lloyd from Berks Nature, Gary Zerbe and David Randler.

Chairman Bright called the meeting to order and asked the board how they would like to proceed in
regard to the Conservation Easement that has been discussed many times at regular meetings and
committee meetings. Solicitor Payne distributed packets with questions, maps and emails.

We again discussed doing the whole Parcel A or just half - approximately 452 acres. Mark Spotts and
Barbara Orth originally thought of voting the whole parcel but decided it may be best to narrow down to
half which is now being called "South A”. The appraised value is $2400/acre and we would receive 509%.
WRJA will match per $1.00 with equity of development rights. May have to get another appraisal,

Larry Lloyd will be meeting with Forestry Services in 2 weeks so would like to go with them and give
them our decision, It is a unanimous recommendation by the Committee consisting of Mark Spotts,

Ralph Honigmann and Barbara Orth and Steve Bright as her sub to go with South A of approximately 452
acres.

Mark reviewed with everyone prior statements of future development possibilities. Even though we are
adjusting rates, we do not know what future impacts will be.

Gary Zerbe commented to be sure we want to move forward with this easement.

Dave Randler asked why WRJA has to match half? Larry Lloyd indicated that in all likelihood he would
be able to get grants so WRJA would not have to pay anything.

Randler also asked if there is a conflict, who has final say? The holders would be the Bureau of Forestry
and Berks Nature but they would work with WRJA and the Resource Management within the contract.
He lastly asked where the money comes from to pay WRJA? Larry reported from Highlands Conservation
Act, protecting forests around where people live,

Dave stated he Is not in favor of giving up rights,

It was noted that currently we are looking at approximately 100 new homes being built in the area
bringing income to WRJA.

Contingent on language prepared by Kozloff Stoudt, a motion was made by Steve Bright, seconded by
Mark Spotts, to proceed with an agreement for Conservation Easement with Berks Nature for parcel
South A of approximately 452 acres. Motion carried by all board members attending.

We next reviewed language. Steve Bright offered to be liaison with Solicitor to assist with language.



Mark commented on associated fees and Larry said he will be applying for other grants so WRJA would have
no expenses. The Bureau of Forestry would be willing to kick in too. He mentioned Chris Hartman of Berks
Nature will look at legalitics for Berks Nature.

Other items were briefly discussed to place on the agenda for the upcoming regular meeting to be held
Wednesday, March 26, 2025.

Motion to Adjourn at 8:28 PM on a motion by Steve Bright, seconded by Barbara Orth. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

mbare Csth
Barbara Orth, Secretary




